
EDUCATIONAL DIFFERENCES
Between High School and College

This information sheet highlights some of the differences students experience between high school and college.

KK--1122 EExxppeerriieennccee ffoorr SSttuuddeennttss wwiitthh DDiissaabbiilliittiieess:: EEdduuccaattiioonn iiss mmaannddaattoorryy aanndd ffrreeee..

Teacher Responsibilities:
Trained to teach/ trained as an educator.
Helps students learn and process information.
Checks students' work and provides feedback.
Reviews assignments, test material, and due dates.
Reminds students of incomplete work.
Structures time for students.
Initiates help sessions and support services.
Available for communication during the school day.
Communicates and co-educates with parents.
Teachers (or parents) advocate for students.

IIEEPPss:: SSttuuddeennttss wwiitthh aann IIEEPP ccaann eexxpxxpeecctt tteeaacchheerrss ttoo
aallssoo::

KKnnooww aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss lliisssstteedd iinn tthhee IIEEPP aanndd ffoollllooww
tthheemm ddaaiillyy.yy.
RReeppoorrtt rreegguullaarrllyy oonn pprrooggrreessss..
CCoommmmuunniiccaattee wwiitthh ppaarreennttss;; ppaarreennttss ppaarrttiicciippaattee
iinn IIEEPP ggooaallss aanndd aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss..
AAddaapptt mmaatteerriiaallss oorr tteeaacchhiinngg ttoo tthhee ssssttuuddeenntt’’ss
lleeaarrnniinngg ssssttyyllee..
AAllllooww eexxxxttrraa tteessssttiinngg ttiimmee, sseeppaarraattee tteessssttiinngg, aa
ssuuppppoorrtt ssssttaaffff,, or o

,
or otthheerr aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonns

,
s iinn ccllaassss ((iiff

lliisssstteedd iinn tthhee IIEEPP))..
Student Responsibilities:

Attends class.
Learning/growth in skills in different classes.
Pass grade-level requirements (unless grading is designated otherwise by IEP).

CCoolllleeggee//UUnniivveerrssiittyy EExxppeerriieennccee ffoorr SSttuuddeennttss wwiitthh DDiissaabbiilliittiieess:: EEdduuccaattiioonn iiss vvoolluunnttaarryy aanndd aatt tthhee
eexxppeennssee ooff tthhee iinnddiivviidduuaall

TTeeaacchheerr rreesspppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess::
TTrraaiinneedd aass aann eexxpxpx eerrtt iinn ssuubbjjeecctt,, nnoott nneecceessssaarriillyy aass
aa tteeaacchheerr..
PPrroovviiddee aa ssssyyllllaabbuuss ooff eexxpxxpeeccttaattiioonnss aanndd ggeenneerraall
ccoouurrssee oouuttlliinnee aatt tthhee ssssttaarrtt ooff tthhee ccllaassss..
MMaayy hhoolldd ooffffiiccee hhoouurrss ffoorr ddiissccuussssiioonn oorr mmaayy
rreeqquuiirree pprree--aarrrraannggeedd mmeeeettiinnggss..
MMaayy lleeccttuurree//ttaallkk ffoorr tthhee dduurraattiioonn ooff ccllaassss..
MMaayy ddiissccuussss aassssiiggnnmmeennttss iinn ppeerrssoonn oorr aassssiiggnn
oonnlliinnee..
WWaaiittss ffoorr ssssttuuddeennttss ttoo aasskk ffoorr hheellpp..
MMaayy oorr mmaayy nnoott cchheecckk ssssttuuddent’’ent ss wwoorrkk..kk
MMaayy oorr mmaayy nnoott pprroovviiddee ffeeeeddbbaacckk oonn wwoorrkk,k,k tteessssttss,
pprrojects.

,
oojects.

NNoott rreessppoonnssiibbllee ffoorr rreemmiinnddiinngg ssssttuuddeennttss ooff dduuee
ddaatteess..
DDooeess nnoott ccoommmmuunniiccaattee wwiitthh ppaarreennttss..

Other responsibilities:
Complete work as assigned, on time.
Seek additional help (such as tutoring), if needed for
understanding.
Re-read materials or read additional materials, if
needed for understanding.
Responsible for tracking deadlines and due dates.
Utilize books, online resources, and communications
aligned with the teacher’s preferences.
Manage time outside of class to complete
assignments.
Independently take notes.
Initiate attending office hours or make an
appointment with teacher/ professor if needed.
Provide information to / consults with parents
independently (without teachers and counselors)
Advocates for self.

Student responsibilities: IEPs do not apply in higher education. Students who need accommodations usually must
complete a version of the following steps (may vary by school):

Contact the school’s disability services, meet with a counselor, and provide proof of disability or proof of need
for accommodations.
Write out or independently express which specific accommodations are important to the student’s success in a
particular class. (Accommodations may vary for students depending on class topic).
Each semester, contact the teacher/professor for each class to request specific accommodations. Contact can
be made by email, but some teachers/professors may ask to meet in person.
If accommodations are granted, the student is often responsible for reminding or following through. For
example, students who request extra testing time might be required to make an appointment at the student
services center and might be required to take the test on the same day as the rest of the class.
If accommodations are not granted, the student should consult with the student disabilities counselors to
identify if the student can be successful or if there is a better class to substitute in his/ her schedule.




